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Preface 

 

Quality assurance schemes for compost and digestion products have successfully been 

established in the last 20 years in various European Member States as key elements for the 

sustainable recycling of organic residues. The market and demand for quality composts and 

as well for digestate increased on account of the beneficial properties of organic fertilisers 

and soil improvers, the need for organic matter and continuously increasing prices for 

mineral fertilisers.  

The development of End-of-Waste Standards for compost and digestate by the European 

Commission and the revision of the European Fertiliser Regulation led to a demand for a 

European uniform quality standard for composting and anaerobic digestion plants and 

composted/digested products. The European Compost Network ECN met this challenge and 

developed a concept for a European quality assurance scheme within its working groups 

‘Quality Assurance’ and ‘Anaerobic Digestion’. It includes proposals for quality standards of 

compost and digestate required by the Commission for a free cross-border movement of 

goods in the EU.  

The target of setting up an EU-wide quality assurance scheme for organic resources is 

mainly to define this Europe-wide standard for quality management and quality organic 

products like compost and digestate. The pre-condition for a consistent compost and 

digestate quality is to harmonise the parameters of the treatment process and to check them 

regularly by an independent control. In addition this ECN-QAS project should show a 

common basis for the existing quality schemes in Europe and should support Member States 

to define their own quality standards and to develop a quality assurance scheme for 

composts and digestate. 

 

Dr. Stefanie Siebert 

European Compost Network ECN e.V. 

Executive Director  
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